
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMISSION 
PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 1 OF SKAGIT COUNTY, WASHINGTON 

 
September 8, 2015 

The regular meeting of the Commission of Public Utility District No. 1 was held in the 
Aqua Room of the utility located at 1415 Freeway Drive, Mount Vernon, Washington, on 
September 8, 2015.  

The meeting was called to order at 4:31 PM.  Those Commissioners in attendance were: 
Al Littlefield, President; Jim Cook, Vice President; and Robbie Robertson, Secretary.  
Also in attendance were:  Bob Powell, General Manager; Mike Fox, Operations Manager; 
Gary Chrysler, IT Manager; Kathy White, Human Resource Manager; Kevin Tate, 
Community Relations Manager; Vanessa Dales, Treasurer; Shawn Backman, Auditor; 
Peter Gilbert, Attorney; Richard Rodruck, Public Utility Risk Management Services 
(PURMS); Kim Carpenter, Clerk of the Board; and Audience:  Judy Littlefield, Diane 
Robertson, Terri Cook, and William Blunt, Lyman. 

Commissioner Robertson led the Pledge of Allegiance.   

Commissioner Robertson moved to approve the Consent Agenda for September 8, 2015.   
a. Approval of Minutes 

09/01/15 Commission Meeting 
09/01/15 Surplus Property Hearing Continuation 

b. Approval of Vouchers No. 2638 
Voucher Nos. 4278-4338, Payroll Check Nos. 10827-10907 ($809,661.83) 09/08/15 

The motion passed. 

At this time, Manager Powell requested that discussion with Richard Rodruck, Public 
Utility Risk Management Services (PURMS), regarding risk/liability insurance coverage 
be moved up on agenda ahead of the Manager’s Report.  Commissioner Littlefield 
introduced Mr. Rodruck. 

Mr. Rodruck stated that he had been made aware of the District’s intent to remove itself 
from the risk/liability coverage pool with PURMS and wanted to make sure that the 
Commission and management understood the differences in coverage and touched on 
various issues that should be considered prior to changing coverage. 

Discussion ensued regarding various questions, comments and concerns from the 
Commission regarding a coverage change.  Manager Powell stated he listened to the 
information presented and recommended readdressing the comments on October 13, and 
should the Commission choose, the letter of withdrawal from PURMS coverage can be 
withdrawn.  Mr. Rodruck recommended that the District request a double quote for 
processing by the end of the month with and without coverage, which will not obligate 
the District; Manager Powell requested double quotes.  Manager Powell indicated that the 
District is looking for a scale of economy and balancing risk with costs for both.  
Commissioner Littlefield thanked Mr. Rodruck for coming. 

Under Manager’s Report: 
• Manager Powell reported that he had received an offer letter for the Waugh Road 

Proposed Tank Site (Montreaux) surplus property and a cashier’s check for earnest 
money.  He stated that the offer met expectations; however, he would rather not 
discuss the monetary details of the offer at this time, but recommended that the 
Commission accept the offer.  Commissioner Cook moved to accept the offer for the 
Waugh Road Proposed Tank Site (Montreaux) property as recommended.  The 
motion passed.  Commission Robertson asked if the offer included a closing date; 
Manager Powell replied no, but the District’s terms of sale have been revised (copies 
provided to the Commission) and the buyer has requested that the District pay closing 
costs. 

• Discussed RCW references regarding budget timelines from Resolution No. 1980 
which pertain to taxing authorities, and while the District is not a taxing authority it 
has continued to hold budget hearings on the first Monday in October for public 
awareness.  Manager Powell requested a motion to waive filing of the preliminary 



budget as he would like to have a 2-hour budget work session on September 29 with 
the Commission to receive input from staff; all managers will be present.  
Commissioner Cook requested a copy of the preliminary budget in advance of a work 
session for review; Manager Powell stated that the preliminary budget will be sent out 
a week in advance of the work session.   

Commissioner Robertson moved to waive the preliminary filing requirement of 
Resolution No. 1980. 

Discussion ensued regarding the outdated resolution which Manager Powell indicated 
may need revision; however, he is requesting that the Commission simply waive the 
preliminary filing requirement and the preliminary budget will be presented at a work 
session instead.   

Commissioner Robertson stated he has a motion on the floor.  The motion stalled.  
Commission Cook stated he would like to see a preliminary budget in a timely 
manner.  Commissioner Littlefield indicated that Manager Powell will submit the 
preliminary budget to the Commission one week prior to the work session on 
September 29 and a budget hearing will be held on October 5.  Manager Powell stated 
that a resolution of adoption will be prepared following the hearing and would be 
presented for adoption before the end of the year.   

Commissioner Robertson stated that he received 17 unsolicited emails and asked if email 
controls could be tightened up; IT Manager Chrysler replied the District receives a lot of 
unsolicited email and requested that Commissioner Robertson forward the email to him 
and it will be blocked, but warned it is an ongoing battle as the blocked emails are often 
renamed and resent.  Commissioner Robertson indicated he would forward the emails to 
IT Manager Chrysler. 

• Operations Manager Fox reported that Operations is working on a few large projects, 
including shutdown of the transmission line at Monte Vista for hot taps in preparation 
for the 30th Street Project and also work on the chemical feed system at the WTP. 

• HR Manager White invited the Commission to the first Wellness Fair at the District 
scheduled on October 14 from 8 AM until noon.  She stated that there will be 
representatives from the Department of Retirement Systems, deferred compensation 
programs, Afflac, Teamsters, employee assistance, United Way, PURMS, Costco, 
and Riverside Health Club and basic health checks will be available, as will flu shots.  
She stated that an informational flyer will be sent to the Commission. 

• Auditor Backman reported that the annual audit continues.   

Under Miscellaneous, Manager Powell stated that the meeting of September 15 has been 
cancelled, but needed confirmation that Commissioner Cook would not be available for the 
meeting of September 22 prior to requesting cancellation due to lack of a quorum, as 
Commissioner Robertson will not be available on September 22.  Commissioner Cook 
moved to cancel the meeting of September 22, as he will also not be available.  The motion 
passed.    

Having no further business to come before the Board, Commissioner Cook moved for 
adjournment.  The motion passed and the meeting of September 8, 2015 was adjourned at 
5:35 PM. 
 
 
   
 Al Littlefield, President 
ATTEST  
 
 
    
Robbie Robertson, Secretary Jim Cook, Vice President 


